BOAT  STAND  GUIDELINES

THE FOLLOWING ARE STANDARDS SET BY AMERICAN BOAT & YACHT COUNCIL, INC. JULY 1998.

STANDS SHOULD BE INSTALLED AND ADJUSTED BY QUALIFIED, EXPERIENCED, AND AUTHORIZED PERSONS.  DO NOT US ANY BOAT STAND THAT IS DAMAGED OR STRUCTURALLY DETERIORATED.  MAINTAIN EQUIPMENT AS REQUIRED BY THE MANUFACTURER.  KEEP MOVING PARTS LUBRICATED.

STAND PLACEMENT
AS A GENERAL GUIDELINE, THERE SHOULD BE NO LESS THAN TWO PAIRS OF STANDS, E.G., FOUR (4) STANDS, PLACED UNDER BOATS.  CONDITIONS SUCH AS HULL CONFIGURATION AND STRUCTURE, WIND, WEATHER AND GROUND CONDITIONS, OR OTHER EXPOSURES, MAY REQUIRE MORE STANDS TO BE USED.  BOATS STORED WITH MASTS STEPPED ARE MORE AT RISK, AND ADDITIONAL SUPPORT MAY BE REQUIRED.  ADDITIONAL SUPPORT MAY ALSO BE NEEDED DEPENDING ON THE CONDITION OF THE BOAT.

SAILBOAT STANDS SHOULD BE SPACED NO MORE THAN 10 FEET (3.048M) APART ON CENTERS, WITH THE FORWARD-MOST AND AFTER-MOST PAIRS OF STANDS NO MORE THAN 10 FEET (3.048M) FROM THE ENDS OF THE WATERLINE.  POWERBOAT STANDS SHOULD BE SET WITH THE AFT PAIR PLACED AS CLOSE TO THE AFT END OF THE WATERLINE AS STRUCTURE PERMITS, AND SPACED NO MORE THAN 20 FEET (6.096M) APART ON CENTERS.

THE STANDS SHOULD BALANCE THE BOAT TO KEEP IT LEVEL ATHWARTSHIPS.  THE BOAT’S WEIGHT SHOULD BE BORNE BY THE BLOCKING.  DO NOT USE THE STANDS TO SUPPORT THE WEIGHT OF THE BOAT UNLESS THE STAND IS DESIGNED FOR THIS PURPOSE.  SOME BOATS REQUIRE THAT THE WEIGHT OF THE BOAT BE SUPPORTED ON THE CHINE.  USE SUPPORTS DESIGNED FOR THIS LOAD.

APPLY BOAT STANDS AS FAR OUTBOARD AS PRACTICAL, AND WITH THE ADJUSTING SCREW AS CLOSE TO PERPENDICULAR TO THE HULL AS PRACTICAL.  SOMETIMES IT IS NECESSARY TO TIP THE STAND TO MAKE IT PERPENDICULAR TO THE HULL.  DO NOT BLOCK MORE THAN TWO LEGS OF A STAND.  ON VESSELS WITH EXTREME OVERHANG, FORWARD OR AFT, A STAND(S) SHOULD BE PLACED UNDER THE OVERHANG PERPENDICULAR TO THE CENTER LINE.  DO NOT PLACE BLOCKS ON TOP OF BOAT STANDS TO INCREASE THEIR REACH.  STANDS SHOULD NOT BE USED AS JACKS TO RAISE OR LOWER THE BOAT.  APPLY BOAT STAND(S) SO THAT, AFTER THE BLOCKING OPERATION IF COMPLETE, THE STAND SCREW CAN STILL BE ADJUSTED UP AND DOWN.

SECURE EACH PAIR OF STANDS ACROSS THE BOAT TO PREVENT LATERAL MOVEMENT.  STANDS THAT ARE NOT DESIGNED TO BE CHAINED TOGETHER SHOULD BE INSTALLED SO THAT THE OUTBOARD EDGE OF THE PAD IS AGAINST A CHINE OR SPRAY STRAKE TO LOCK THE PAD IN POSITION AND PREVENT IT FROM SLIDING OUTBOARD.  THE MATERIAL USED TO TIE THE STANDS TOGETHER SHOULD BE AT LEAST 3/16 INCH CHAIN.  ROPE OR WIRE IS NOT RECOMMENDED AS IT CAN STRETCH AND ALLOW THE STANDS TO SLOP.  DO NOT ALLOW ANYTHING TO BE TIED TO THE STANDS EXCEPT THE CHAINS THAT HOLD PAIRS OF STANDS TOGETHER.  ACCIDENTS HAVE OCCURRED WHEN COVERS TIED TO BOAT STANDS HAVE PULLED THE STANDS FROM UNDER THE BOAT.

CHECK STANDS ROUTINELY DURING STORAGE SEASON.  AFTER A PERIOD OF STORAGE, A HULL NAY BEGIN TO FLEX IN THE WAY OF THE STAND PAD.  IF THIS OCCURS ADD A STAND, OR MOVE STANDS, TO BEAR DIRECTLY UNDER A BULKHEAD, STRINGER, OR OTHER STRUCTURAL MEMBER THAT CAN SUSTAIN AND DISTRIBUTE THE LOAD.  IF IT IS NECESSARY TO MOVE AN INSTALLED BOAT STAND, POSITION ANOTHER STAND NEXT TO THE STAND TO BE MOVED, AND CHAIN THE NEW STAND SECURELY IN POSITION BEFORE MOVING THE STAND.

ADDITIONAL ATTENTION TO STANDS MAY BE REQUIRED DURING FREEZE/THAW CYCLES, BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER STORMS, AND ON SOFT GROUND.  ON SOFT GROUND, EXTRA, RIGID PADS, SUCH AS PLYWOOD, MAY BE REQUIRED UNDER THE STAND(S) TO PREVENT THEM FROM SINKING INTO THE GROUND.
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